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Albert Edward was killed in battle; his mother took
his place at the mill.
But the war did not cease; though friend and foe
alike were almost drowned in blood it seemed as power-
ful as eternity, and in time Tony Vassall too went to
battle and was killed. The country gave Patience a
widow's pension, as well as a touching inducement to
marry again; she died of grief. Many people died in
those days, it was not strange at all. Nathan and his
wife got so rich that after the war they died of over-
eating, and their daughter Olive came into a vast
fortune and a Trustee.
The Trustee went on lending the Braddle money to
the country, the country .went on sending large sums
of interest to Olive (which was the country's tribute
to her because of her parents' unforgotten, and indeed
unforgettable, kindness), while Braddle went on with
its work of enabling the country to do this. For when
the war came to an end the country told Braddle that
those who had not given their lives must now turn to
and really work, work harder than before the war,
much, much harder, or the tribute could not be paid
and the heart of Braddle would therefore cease to beat.
Braddle folk saw that this was true, only too true, and
they did as they were told.
The Vassall girl, Nancy, married a man who had
done deeds of valour in the war. He was a mill hand
like her father, and they had two sons, Daniel and
Albert Edward. Olive married a grand man, though